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there is also a propensity towards absurdities. In spite of Spallanzani and his successors, Oken rejects the origin of infusoria from germs and attributes it to spontaneous generation;1 he emphatically proclaims the principle, "Nihil vivum ex ovo," etc.
But then follows an epigenetic-vitalistic theory of generation : The sperm is a putrifying substance, the spermatozoa are protozoa arising from it; at fecundation the sperm (in this sense) unites |itself with the " feminine vesicle," and as soon as this has happened the embryo is ready. The spermatozoa have " taken form " in the feminine vesicle.
" Generation ... is the synthesis of the infusoria by means of the homogeneous but opposite pole of the organic world." " The feminine vesicle provides neither a germ nor elementary organic particles nor anything material, but only the form which unites the entering cercariae in such a way with each other (through the organic activity which has come into being with the vesicles), that, though still transparent, they already represent in miniature the type of that animal to whose genus they belong. The vesicle could be simply called the force which gives the type."
So the embryo is formed " straight off, as soon as the spermatozoa are united with the vesicles."
This is a very convenient kind of epigenesis. No doubt the reader will be amused, or perhaps he will blame us for mentioning Oken at all when he reads such wild nonsense as, " The animal is the highest union of polyp and plant, of line and circle
1 Not from inorganic matter in the strict sense, but (as with Needham) from putrifying organic matter.
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